








The Teacher's Secret

Once there was an expensive school in Korea. The students th
ere learned to read and write Chinese. They were all afraid of thei
r teacher. He was an old man, and he was always angry when the

students didn't do their school work well.

Sometimes when he watched his students at work, the teacher
felt hungry. Then, he picked up a bas ket and ate something from
it.

One day, one of his students, a little boy, asked. 'What are you

eating. Teacher?"
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'Oh!" he said quickly. 'lIt's my secret. It's good for old men. but

it's poison for children!

One morning, the teacher needed to go to the nearest town. B
efore he left he told his students. 'You must read and write withou
t me all morning.' After an hour, the students were tired of readin

g and writing.

'Let's look in the teacher's basket.' said the little boy. 'l want t

o know his secret.' 'Me too.' said his friend.

When they opened the basket, they found lots of nice dried fru
it in it.
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"That isn't poison!' said an older girl. 'I' am hungry.' said the li
ttle boy. And he took some fruit from the basket and began to eat
it.

Then everybody took some of the teacher's fruit and ate it. So

on there was nothing in the basket.

"Oh dear! What are we going to do now?' the students asked. '

Our teacher is going to be very angry with us...'
The room was suddenly quiet.
Then the little boy spoke.

'l have an idea!' he said, 'Can you help me?



The students listened to him.
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Then they all pushed over the teacher's table. Black ink went
all over the floor and the teacher's beau tiful ink stone broke in h
alf. 'Now lie down everybody. said the little boy. All the students |

ay down on the floor.



That afternoon, the teacher came back from town. He walked i
nto the room and shouted at once: 'What's the matter? Why are y

ou all lying on the floor?

The little boy stood up. 'Teacher,' he said, for a short time this
morning we stopped reading and writing and we played in this ro
om. By accident, your table went on the floor and your ink stone

broke in half.
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We felf very bad about that and we wanted to die. So everybo

dy ate some of the poison in your basket. Now we 're waiting to d

ie. We're very sorry. And he lay down again on the floor. The teach

er didn't speak. He left the room and went into the garden to thin

k. After a minute or two he smiled and said. '"Hmm, those students
are learning quickly.'

Joyce Hannam
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